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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE GRANTSVILLE CITY 

COUNCIL HELD WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8, 2000. 

 

Mayor and Council Present: Mayor Merle Cole. Council Members: Byron Anderson, 

Craig Anderson, Kevin Hall, Justin Linares, and Karen Watson. 

 

Appointed officers and employees present: Wendy Palmer, City Recorder, Attorney 

Ronald Elton. 

 

Citizens and Guests: Dick Steel, Virginia Butler, Howard Clegg, Joe Cange, Mr. & Mrs. 

Paul Castagno, Mary Ruth Hammond (press), Jack Allred, Tom Randle, Mr. & Mrs. Pat 

Price, Ardell Henderson, Jeff Coon, Danny & Carma Newberry, Richard Peasnall, 

Richard Peasnall Jr., Brett & Brooke Castagno, Russell Johnson, Deanna Matthews, Paul 

Matthews, Todd & Denise Fawson, Mr. & Mrs. Allen, Andrea Tate, Barbara 

Grygierczyk, Teri Moon, Penny Anderson, Garth Uddy, Wes Bennett, Mr. & Mrs. Jeff 

Langston, Mike & Jeff Didericksen. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: Mayor Cole opened the public hearing to receive input concerning 

the proposed amendments to the Land Use Management Code, Chapter 14 & 15.  The 

proposed amendments relate to reducing set backs for animals and reduced square foot 

requirements.  Mayor asked Craig to explain the proposed amendments.  Craig stated that 

the Planning Commission has recommended that the setback for animals be changed 

from 100 feet from any residence to 100 feet from any neighboring residence.  Craig 

stated that there would be no setback requirement from the animal owner’s residence.   

 

Paul Castagno addressed the Council & Mayor giving them an update on how this 

proposal started.  Mr. Castagno stated that he divided a lot from a parcel of ground that 

his folks owned.  His family had always kept horses on the whole parcel.  Mr. Castagno 

stated that he was informed that he would have to provide 10,000 square feet per horse of 

corral area.  Mr. Castagno stated that he had enough square footage for only one horse.  

Mr. Castagno related the ability to have only one to having only one roller skate. 

Mr. Castagno originally asked the Planning Commission for a reduction to 5,000 square 

feet per large animal.  The Planning Commission then recommended that the first large 

animal should have 10,000 square feet and each additional animal would require 2,000 

additional square feet.  Mr. Castagno stated that he was fine with this recommendation. 

 

Tom Randle stated he opposed the change in the 100-foot from any residence.  Mr. 

Randle did not want the responsibility of how close an animal is to a dwelling to fall to 

the neighbors to report to the city.  Mr. Randle asked about the requirements for dogs.  

Craig stated that the square footage requirement for dogs is 4,000 square feet.  Tom 

stated that he did not feel that horses should have less square footage requirements than 

dogs. 

 

Mayor asked about the determination of the limit of animals on lot?  Craig stated that the 

Planning Commission felt that the available square footage of lots would cap the amount 

of animals. Craig stated that there are some parcels of land in the Rm-7 zone that is larger 

that 5 acres and those people should not have to be limited to four horses if they have the 

space. 

 

Wes Bennett stated that the meetings that he has attended in the last couple of years the 

citizens of Grantsville wanted a rural atmosphere.  Horses and large lots are all apart of 

the rural atmosphere.  Many of the communities in Utah are squeezing out livestock and 

the rural life style lets not let that happen in our town.  Other communities are 

experiencing drive by shootings and robberies.  You don’t see a drive by shooter on a 

horse in a cowboy hat.  Maintain our rural life style and let our kids have more than one 

horse. 

 

Penny Anderson stated that she believes that the reduction in the animal setback from the 

animal owner’s home is a good thing.  Narrow long lots do not create a rural community.  

Wide lots provide space between neighbors and a rural feel.   
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Garth Uddy stated that the agreed with the proposed change to the 100-foot animal set 

back to your own home.  Mr. Uddy stated that he would like clarification if the animals 

had to be back one hundred feet and the barns or just the animals?  Justin stated that you 

would only have to have them 100 feet from your neighbors’ residence if this ordinance 

passed. 

 

Jeff Coon stated that he has moved in town a couple of times and the same issues seem to 

follow him as it related to animals.  Mr. Coon stated that the requirement of 10,000 

square feet per large animal is too much.  Mr. Coon stated that his experience with horses 

is that they are corralled in a 20’ X 10’ stall.  Where did this 10000 square foot 

requirement come from?  Is the real problem the manure?  Craig stated that the 10000 

square foot requirement came from the original zoning ordinance that was adopted in 

1963.  Craig stated that he has not seen what the justification for this requirement was.   

 

Virginia Butler stated that she was in favor of the reduction of the 100 feet from the 

animal owner’s home.  Virginia stated that she would like to see the city consider some 

kind of regulation that would protect the animal owner’s rights.  Mrs. Butler stated that 

she had an experience where she had animals and a home was constructed to close to her 

animals.  This caused her to remove her animals from her property.   

 

Jeff Langston stated that he was in favor of the reduction of the 100 feet from the horse 

owner’s home.  Mr. Langston stated that he agreed with the 100 feet from the neighbors’ 

homes.  Mr. Langston quoted someone that he had heard at another meeting, “ Protect my 

neighbors from me but don’t protect me from me.” 

 

Mayor asked for any other comments?  No further comments being offered, the Mayor 

closed the public hearing at 7:50 p.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

 

February 16, 2000 - Karen made the motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  

Seconded by Kevin.  All voted in favor, except for Byron who abstained due to his 

absence at this meeting. Motion carried. 

 

February 22, 2000 – Karen made the motion to approve the minutes of the work meeting 

with the correction of the title wording to show that the meeting was a work meeting.  

And remove the double sentence. Seconded by Byron.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF NEW BUSINESS LICENSE: Craig introduced this business 

license application for Robert Knowlton Trucking.  Craig stated that Mr. Knowlton has 

received approval of a conditional use permit.  Craig made the motion to approve the 

business license for Robert Knowlton Trucking at 107 E. Durfee Street.  Seconded by 

Byron.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE FOR NEW RECOVERY RIGHTS: Attorney 

Elton stated that Grantsville City’s current ordinance is antiquated and does not lend 

itself well to development.  The proposed ordinance would require an engineer to 

calculate the recovery right amount on an individual basis.  The request for recovery right 

will have to be made in advance of installation of improvements.  The recovery right 

amount would be finalized after improvements are installed.  The 3% interest portion of 

the recovery right was discussed.  Mayor and Kevin felt that the utilities installed were 

actually depreciated and felt that the 3% interest to the developer was not a good idea.  

Justin stated that the reasoning the Planning Commission used was that the utilities would 

always be available.  The city would keep the utilities maintained and each year it would 

cost more to install the utilities, so it is an investment, and interest should be paid on the 

funds that are invested if another development connects.  Discussion ensued concerning 

the retroactive clause in the ordinance.  Karen made the motion to hold a special work 

meeting to discuss the implications of the proposed recovery right ordinance for Monday, 

March 13, 2000 at 6:00 p.m.  Seconded by Byron.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

DISCUSSION OF WATT HOMES RECOVERY RIGHTS AND C WATER BOND 

WERE NOT DISCUSSED. 
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CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENT TO SUBDIVISION MORATORIUM ON 

DEVELOPMENTS: Attorney Elton presented an ordinance for the Council’s review.  

This ordinance would exempt the minor subdivisions that have been filed with the city at 

the time that the moratorium ordinance was passed.  Karen stated that she would like to 

hear for the people in the audience.  Craig stated that the reason that the moratorium was 

implemented was to give the city the chance to come up with a standard for roads and 

water issues that each lot or subdivision would need to take care of. As the city solves 

issues that pertain to the minor subdivisions the moratorium could be lifted for them.  

Craig estimated within a month or two he expected that the Council would be able to do 

that.   

Mayor stated that he did not think that the City Council could exempt a potential 

subdivision without going through the Planning Commission first.  Craig made the 

motion to table this ordinance until the first meeting in April.  Craig stated that he felt 

that this exemption of the moratorium is premature at least until after the water issues are 

considered at the work meeting with the Irrigation Company on March 28, 2000.  After 

further discussion Craig withdrew his motion. The Council determined that they would 

like to hear from the citizens that are requesting the exemption of the moratorium.   

Mayor moved item 7 of the Council Agenda to this portion of the City Council meeting at 

this time. 

 

Consideration of exemption request for minor subdivisions/zone change approvals. 

 

Danny & Carma Newberry- Carma Newberry stated that they own eight acres on South 

Worthington Street.  The original parcel was 10 acres and a 2-acre parcel was divided 

leaving the eight acres.  Mrs. Newberry stated that she would like to be able to change the 

zone and apply for a minor subdivision to correct the illegal subdivision.  Mrs. Newberry 

stated that they are starting a new business and would like to be able to use the property 

as collateral and would be unable to do that until the minor subdivision can be approved.   

Attorney Elton stated that they could make application for the zone change at this time 

but could not apply for the minor subdivision. 

 

Mike and Jeff Didericksen stated that they feel that they have done everything that the 

Council has requested and are only waiting for final approval.  Mike stated that they are 

willing to pave their road and not wait for the rural road standards to be considered.  The 

only approval they are waiting for is the City Council final approval. 

 

Brett & Brooke Castagno stated that they are interested in creating a minor subdivision so 

that they can build a new house.  Brett stated that they do not need to change the zone. 

They would like to pursue the minor subdivision.  Brett stated that they want to divide a 

2.93-acre parcel into three lots.  The Council cautioned the Castagno’s on the 

requirements of the Tooele County Health Department requirements for well and septic 

tanks on less than one acre.  The Castagno’s do not have an application on file. 

 

Richard Peasnall stated that he would like to be able to deed his son one lot out of his 6 

acres.  The zone is one-half acre and he would like to give his son a one-half acre lot.  

Mayor Cole explained to him that the zoning may be half acre but the Tooele County 

Health Department will probably require one acre or more for a well and septic tank to be 

on the same lot. Mr. Peasnall has not made application for his minor subdivision yet. 

 

Jack Allred and Paul Matthews are seeking an amendment to platted subdivision.  Craig 

explained that this subdivision even though it only has three lots is regulated under the 

major subdivision code because there was not a minor subdivision provision at the time 

they first divided their property.  Attorney Elton stated that the proposed ordinance would 

not allow for this subdivision to continue until the moratorium is lifted. 

 

Tiffany Allen wants to divide a lot from her parents’ property in order to build a home.  

Tiffany stated that no zone change is required and there is already utilities and road 

available.  This property is located on Clark Street.   
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Attorney Elton was asked if the Council could exempt all minor subdivision to enable 

them to make application to the Planning Commission so they can start the process and 

get to point where they are only need the City Council’s approval.  Kevin stated that the 

whole reason that he wanted the moratorium is so that the guidelines could be set up.  We 

need to look at the whole picture.  We have to look at the long-range affect and is it a 

positive in our community.  We do not want to defeat the purpose of the moratorium.  We 

knew there would be people stopped from dividing their property when we implemented 

the moratorium ordinance.  One of the things that were brought to light is the street 

standard for minor subdivisions.  The current ordinance requires 30 feet of pavement.  

Clark Street only has 22 feet of pavement.  Kevin asked if we did allow minor 

subdivision to proceed with the paperwork issues, is there the potential that the City 

Council could impose additional conditions once the moratorium is lifted?  Byron made 

the motion to approve the proposed ordinance 2000- next number that will allow minor 

subdivisions only to continue or start the development paperwork with the Planning 

Commission.  Kevin stated that it is scary and tough situation.  Kevin stated that he hoped 

that it would be one or two months at the most before the Council could allow minor 

subdivisions to seek City Council final approval.  Justin stated that when he voted for the 

moratorium he was under the impression that the moratorium would only be for four 

months.  Craig stated that at the last meeting Bruce Parker stated that he felt that they 

would be through the process within 4 months. But, the moratorium ordinance was 

written for 6 months.  Justin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

RECREATION CENTER – BYRON ANDERSON: Byron stated that he had a person 

contact him that wanted to do a flea market one Saturday a month at the Recreation 

Center.  Byron stated that he called Barbara to check on the schedule for the person to 

operate a flea market at the Recreation Center.  Barbara told Byron that she felt that the 

Recreation Center should only be used for a youth center and the Dance Company should 

not be allowed to operate in the Recreation Center.  Barbara told Byron that the city is 

defrauding the County.   Byron stated that he talked with Bruce Steadman who was the 

chairman of the Tooele County Recreation Board.  Mr. Steadman told Byron that as long 

as the Recreation Center was being used for Recreation the Tooele County Recreation 

Board did not care what specific activity was in the building.  Byron stated that he would 

like to make the motion to take over the management of the building and the Volunteer 

Summit when they get a Youth Program organized they will get priority scheduling.  

Recorder Palmer stated that some fairness should be shown to activities that are already 

scheduled.  Seconded by Kevin.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

Barbara Grygierczyk addressed the Council stating that the Council designated the 

Stockshow Building for recreation.  Barbara stated that the rent money from the 

improved Recreation Center be placed in a separate fund for use for the building 

improvements.  Karen asked the recorder is a separate line item could be used to record 

the income and expense for this building.  The City Recorder stated that she has separate 

income and separate expense accounts.  Karen asked to have just one account so that a 

balance could be viewed in one place.  Recorder stated she would do that. 

 

Byron stated that there are some building code issues on this building that the city will 

have to correct.  Jack Allred, the Building Inspector stated that he would like to go 

through the building and make another list of violations.   

 

Barbara stated that the volunteers couldn’t get into the building because the Dance 

Company is always there.  The finish work still needs to be done.  The Dance Company 

has moved their supplies into the office that the Volunteer Summit needs to be able to 

operate properly.  Barbara stated that she felt that the Dance Company has some 

dangerous situations in the building that needs to be looked into.   

 

Jerry Hurst, a member of the Tooele County Recreation Board, stated that he felt that the 

building looks like a business for profit and not a recreation center.  Jerry stated that if 

another grant is approve for some equipment to be installed in the building for the youth 

center then the dance company would need to scale back.  The Dance Company’s use is 

OK as long as there is not any permanent structures that prevent the community from 

using the building. 
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Mayor and Byron ask Terri Moon if there is a plan for a youth program.  Terri stated that 

there is a plan for a youth center that is working in other areas.  Byron stated that when 

they get plans bring it to him and then he can work out a schedule with the current users 

of the building.   

 

CONSIDERATION OF SETTING PUBLIC HEARING FOR AMENDMENTS TO 

THE LAND USE MANAGEMENT CODE: Craig explained the issues.  A- Septic 

tanks limited to one- acre lots is to make Grantsville City code more in compliance with 

the Tooele County Health Department regulations.  B- Consideration of lengthening the 

Chairpersons term of office.  Craig stated that the current term is six months.  Side yard 

set backs on corner lots for accessory buildings are required to have more space than a 

home must have.  Craig made the motion to set the public hearings for April 5, 2000.  

Seconded by Kevin.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF APPOINTMENT TO THE TOOELE VALLEY 

MOSQUITO ABATEMENT DISTRICT: Byron made the motion to appoint Dar 

Butcher to represent Grantsville City on the Board of the Tooele Valley Mosquito 

Abatement District.  Seconded by Karen.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF SALARY STEP INCREASES: 

Steve Mondragon – Byron stated that he has some experience with Steve and feels that 

he is doing a really good job.  Steve relates to the kids really well.  Byron made the 

motion to approve Officer Steve Mondragon’s salary step increase.  Seconded by Kevin.  

All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

Brenda Loveless – Byron stated that he has observed Brenda in her duties as the 

Administrative Assistant to the Chief of Police and stated that she handles the public very 

well.  Karen made the motion to approve the salary step increase to grade 6 step 9.  

Seconded by Kevin.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

Brent Rowley – Craig stated that Brent puts in a lot of personal time into this job and is 

doing a good job with the K-9 aspects of his jobs. Karen made the motion to approve Sgt. 

Brent Rowley’s salary step increase.  Seconded by Craig.  All voted in favor, motion 

carried. 

  

Shauna Kertamus – Mayor Cole presented a letter of appreciation from Jay Hale that 

was sent to him.  Mayor stated that he would like to have this letter in Shauna’s personnel 

file.  Mr. Hale stated how profession and helpful Shauna was during his experience with 

the Planning Commission.  Justin stated that he really appreciated Shauna’s willingness 

to keep him informed and he efforts to guide him through his experience with the 

Planning Commission.  The Mayor and Council all echoed that Shauna does a good job 

as the Zoning Administrator.  Kevin made the motion to approve Shauna’s salary 

increase to Grade 10 step 8.  Recorder/Office Manager Wendy Palmer recommends this 

salary increase to bring Shauna’s salary in line with the Utah Local Government salary 

survey. 

 

REPORT ON UTAH RURAL WATER CONFERENCE-MAYOR: Mayor Cole 

stated that he was able to make contact with a contractor that would give the city a bid for 

cleaning the sewer lines. Mayor stated that water right transfers between secondary to 

culinary are an issue in every area.  Kevin stated that he had talked with Joel Kertamus 

about the sewer line cleaning and Joel has sent out letters requesting bids.  Mayor stated 

that we should consider whether or not to clean all of the 26 miles of sewer line or only 

one fifth at a time.  Mayor stated that he would have liked to have had Kevin and JoAnn 

down at the conference to hear about graduated water rates and report spreadsheets. 

 

WATER ADVISORY BOARD MEETING REPORT: Mayor stated that he, Kevin 

and Craig met with John Anderson and Irrigation Company President, Joe Peterson on 

Tuesday and a work meeting has been set up for March 28, 2000 at City Hall between the 

City Council and the Irrigation Company Board of Directors.  This meeting will be the 

beginning of the process to come up with a secondary water right standard for lots within 

Grantsville City.   
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4
TH

 OF JULY 2000: Karen stated that Max Davis has told Byron that he will be willing 

to serve as the Chairman for this years celebration.  Karen stated that the committee 

should begin to meet the end of March or the first of April. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: Kevin stated that based on the Utah Power bill he feels that 

the sewer lift station in Park Meadows Subdivision needs to have the video camera run 

down it.  The power bill is too high and Kevin suspects that ground water is seeping into 

the lines or the lift station itself. Byron made the motion to pay the bills.  Seconded by 

Craig.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  Mayor stated that he had the Recorder included the payoff 

schedule of the piggyback of the Watt Homes well and storage tank.  Mayor wanted the 

Council to review it.  Mayor informed the Council that if we continue to save the Water 

Impact fees to pay for the bond we should have enough money to pay the bond in full by 

2007.  Mayor asked the Council to begin thinking about their budgets and be ready for 

budget time in April.  Mayor asked the Council to see if they could find a candy machine 

for the Youth City Council.  Mayor stated that he is working on new Planning 

commission appointments.  Mayor stated that he had a conversation with the Prison 

people and they have a new target time of six weeks. Mayor stated that he received a 

letter from an anonymous person concerned about the comments that are being made 

about employees.  Mayor stated that he will bring the employees together and talk to 

them as a group.  Mayor stated that Ruth Hale of the Hale Theater in Salt Lake City has 

agreed to lease the Play that she wrote about Grantsville to the Theater Group for 

$2000.00.  The Theater group plans to present it in October 2000. 

 

Karen stated that she would like to spend $85.00 for flag stands for the Sociable.  To 

honor the seventeen Grantsville soldiers that died for our country.  Karen asked for 

approval to pay the franchise fee to Miss America for the queen contest affiliation?  It 

was the consensus of the Council to pay the fee.  Mayor stated that Nephi City pulled out 

of the affiliation with Miss America.  Karen stated that she has asked Chief Johnson to 

look into the possibility of a street light grant from Utah Power.  Karen stated that she 

had heard that Delta City received a grant for streetlights.  Karen stated that we need to 

keep putting pressure on the legislature to fund improvements to SR36.   

 

Kevin stated that a local contractor approached him about putting a crusher in the city 

gravel pit.  Kevin thought that the funds received from this activity could help fund a new 

public works facility.  Mayor stated that Kevin would need to investigate what the city’s 

gravel resource is in the pit.  Mayor stated that the city might be outside of our property 

on the south side of the pit.  Kevin stated that he would like to approach the idea of hiring 

a straw boss for the Maintenance Department again.  A straw boss would free Joel up so 

we can use his expertise and knowledge to the city’s best advantage.  Kevin stated that he 

feels that the city could save money and have our interest represented better by having 

Joel do inspection that we are hiring engineers to do.  This issue to be on the next agenda.  

Kevin informed the Mayor and Council that he has give the Maintenance Employees a 

questionnaire to fill out anonymously on how they feel about their jobs and the city 

overall.  Kevin stated that those that he has gotten back are very positive. 

 

Craig stated that the letter received from an anonymous person he would chalk up to 

venting.  

 

ADJOURN: Karen made the motion to adjourn at 11:15 p.m.  Seconded by Kevin.  All 

voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

 

_______________________________ __________________________________ 

Wendy Palmer, City Recorder  Merle E. Cole, Mayor 


